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EMU professors use podcasting to broaden teaching horizons
Guey-Meei Yang has used podcasts to tape guest speakers in her classrooms and plans
to expand the technological practice to include students, faculty and art gallery viewers
discussing a particular piece of art. Toni Knechtges has used podcasts as a launching
point to have her students debate business practices that showed up in the news. And,
for Jim Berry, using podcasts is a key component to using technological pedagogy in the
classroom as a whole new way of teaching.
Ten Eastern Michigan
University faculty and two
lecturers recently
participated in the EMU
Podcasting Initiative. The
pilot program, which took
place during the fall term,
was an innovative
collaboration between ICT,
Continuing Education,
Faculty Council and the
Bruce K. Nelson Faculty
Development Center.
"One of the things faculty
have worked on and
learned is how to put
together a quality
streaming and audio
podcast that supports
learning in the classroom,"
said Debi Silverman,
assistant professor in the
School of Health Sciences
and a Faculty Development
Fellow.

0
ART LESSON: Amy Yancho, a senior from Montrose,
simulates listening to a podcast of artwork in the New
Student Center. Guey-Meei Yang, an assistant
professor of visual arts education, plans to have some
of her students, during the winter term, use podcasts
that include comment from faculty showing art at the
Faculty Art Show, art historians and gallery visitors.
Yang was one of a dozen EMU faculty and lecturers
who participated in the EMU Podcasting Initiative, a
pilot program, this past fall. Photo by John Ryan

A podcast is a Web feed of
audio or video file that is placed on the Internet for anyone to subscribe. The
subscription feed automatically delivers new content using an RSS or Really Simple
Syndication. This feature distinguishes a podcast from a simple download or real-time
streaming audio or video. The process of podcasting enables educators to provide
students with audio recordings that can be accessed - any time and any place - even
when the student is not connected to a computer.
Silverman said the Faculty Development Center worked with faculty to learn and
pedogogically understand how to use a podcast while ICT provided a framework of
support with equipment. The program was modeled after those used at Purdue, UCLA,
Duke and Penn State, which are recognized nationally as early adopters of using
podcasting.
"We're definitely at the front end of the pack in using this type of technology as a
resource for student learning," Silverman said.
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"One of the things faculty have worked on and learned is how to put
together a quality streami ng and audio podcast that supports learning in
the classroom," said Debi Silverman, assistant professor in the School of
Health Sciences and a Faculty Development Fellow.
A podcast is a Web feed of audio or video file that is placed on the I nter net
for anyone to subscribe. The subscription feed automatically delivers new
content using an RSS or Really Simple Syndication. This feature
distinguishes a podcast from a simple download or real-time streami ng
audio or video. The process of podcasti ng enables educators to provide
students with audio recordings that can be accessed - any time and any
place - eve n when the student is not connected to a computer.
Silverman said the Faculty Development Center worked with faculty to
learn and pedagogically understand how to use a podcast while ICT
provided a framework of support with equipment. The program was
modeled after those used at Purdue, UCLA, Duke and Pe nn State, which
are recognized nationally as early adopters of usi ng podcasting.

"We're definitely at the front end of the pack in using this type of
technology as a resource for student learning," Silverman said.

Art School Confidential
Yang, an assistant professor of visual arts education, used podcasting in
her "Technology in Art Education" course, a class designed for future art
educators. For example, the art department hosts a "speaker series" in
which guest artists, art historians and educators visit campus and speak to
art students and the general public about some aspect of art.
Yang audio recorded these lectures, including an introduction of the
speaker, the lecture itself, and a question-and-answer session between the
guest speaker and the audience.
"I tried to
show students
this is very
cutting-edge.
You can
provide
information in
lectures even
if students
cannot be
there," Yang
said. "You can
reach out to
more people."
In addition to
students
LET'S TAKE A LOOK: Eastern Michigan University
listening to
student
Julie Warmbrodt, a senior from Coply, Ohio,
her audio
podcasts on a downloads a podcast as her instructor, Guey-Meei
PC, students Yang, an assistant professor of visual arts education,
also have the looks on. Photo by John Ryan
option to download the podcasts on to their iPods, which gives students the
advantage of portability. They can listen to the lecture anywhere at
anytime, Yang said.
She also had her students create mini-movies, one to two minutes in
length. Yang then converted her students' work to movies that can be
viewed through a podcast.
Yang plans to continue implementing the use of podcasts in her classroom
during winter term, with an emphasis on securing multiple views of art
teaching techniques and various pieces of art.
Future ideas include having her students compile of list of questions they
have for art teachers in area K-12 schools. Yang will take the most
frequently-asked questions and record the answers in a podcast.
"For example, students may ask, 'how do you handle parent-teacher
communication?"' Yang explained. "They may ask the question of three
different art teachers or three different student teachers. The answers may
be quite a bit different. The answers are recorded. And then I turn those
interviews into podcasts. Students can listen and then have online
discussions about the answers."
Yang also has her eyes on creating a podcast around the Faculty Art
Exhibit, which will be on display beginning in mid-January at the EMU
Student Center. This is part of her eFellows project with Rina Kundu, a

museum specialist with the University of North Texas.
Yang plans to interview four faculty artists who practice different styles or
mediums, such as surrealism, abstract, installation art and jewelry. She
will ask the artists about their individual mediums and the process they use
to create their art.
"I will mesh the artwork with perspectives of four art historians. The art
historians will pick an artist's work to talk about," she explained. "I'm not
asking for a critique. Just 'how do they (art historians) approach an
artwork?" and 'what is the negotiation between you (the viewer) and the
artwork?"'
Yang wants to bring in a third element - guests viewing the actual
artwork. She plans to stand various patrons in front of pieces of art and
audiotape their views.
"I want to start a conversation between gallery visitors, artists and
historians. I want to engage them in some conversation about art,
bouncing ideas back and forth," she said. "I want to create an informal
conversation about art."
Yang said this podcast will be made available to the public, and her
graduate students in her "Technology, Research and Teaching Visual Arts"
course will participate in the podcast project.
"This is a way to show them you can use technology in a constructive way
and engage students in teaching and learning projects," Yang said.

Business "In the News"
Toni Knechtges, a full time-lecturer in the management department, used
podcast assignments as optional, extra-credit assignments for students in
her Management 483 Staffing course and her Management 484 Labor
Relations class.
She typically took some topic in the world of business and created a 3-5minute "In the News" audio podcast for her students. The students who
chose to (those most likely to already owned iPods) would download the
audio snippets from !Tunes and either listen to them on a PC or their iPod.
After listening to the short news item or "edu-bite," as Knechtges dubs it,
the students were asked to start a discussion thread.

What is a Podcast?
A podcast is a Web feed of
audio or video file that is
placed on the Internet for
anyone to subscribe. The
subscription feed automatically
delivers new content using an
RRS or Really Simple
Syndication. This feature
distinguishes a podcast from a
simple download or real-time
streaming audio or video.

What she found most interesting was the
way students were much more candid
online when discussing a question than
they ever would be in the classroom.
"It's a much more robust discussion,"
Knechtges said of the podcast thread. "It
would take hours of class to get to this
point, to get the discussion this
comfortable. You don't have that kind of
time in the classroom."

She also said the portability of podcasts,
if downloaded to an iPod, makes it easier
for students to listen and participate, whether simultaneously working on
another project or going for a job.
For winter semester, Knechtges said she is considering creating a study
guide in the form of a podcast rather than handing one out for classes. Her

podcast news snippets also will be mandatory assignments and information
from them will likely show up as exam questions.
"Trying to keep up with technology as a teacher and facilitator for courses
is incredibly important," she said. "Students are expecting it. They are very
tech-savvy. For those students who aren't tech-savvy, this will give them
an opportunity to be."
A New Way of Teaching
"Doing podcasting for me is just an element of what I call learning to use
the 'technology pedagogy,"' said Jim Berry, professor of leadership and
counseling. "Podcasting is part of an overall approach to me using
technology as part of online teaching."
In addition to podcasting, Berry added he uses other elements of the
technology pedagogy, including threaded discussions online, audio, video,
online quizzes and supplemental articles on Web sites. These were used in
his graduate level courses, "Instructional Supervision and Program
Evaluation" and "Educational Leadership."
As a resu It of
using
podcasting
and other
technological
elements in
his teaching
approach
during the
fall, Berry
said he is
converting all
of his classes
to an online,
hybrid
format.
"Like Tiger
Woods, for
him to
VIEW FROM A POD: This screen capture is a portion
improve his
of a video podcast graduate students created in one
golf game, he
of Jim Berry's courses. Berry, a professor of
re-invented
leadership and counseling, said podcasting is one tool
his swing,"
he is using to better teach what he terms the
Berry said.
"technology pedagogy." Screen capture by John Ryan
"As a
teacher, I would always want to come to class and teach face-to face. I'm
trying to figure out how to be a teacher in this hybrid format and become a
better teacher."
While Berry said he would never want to totally do away with meeting with
students in class, he said students' response to using podcasts and other
technology teaching approaches has been enthusiastic and, often, more
reflective.
"One student might respond to a question in class. Online, they all
respond," Berry said of audio/video snippets he uses as reminders to
emphasize points made in class. "They're required to respond and they not
only respond to the question, they respond to each other. It's made
interactive. What I find is their responses are more thoughtful, more
reflective in how they respond."

Those online responses are c ften launching points to continue the
discussion in class and move into the next unit of information, Berry said.
He will often point out what one student said online and then remind
another student they said something completely opposite. The result is
often lively discussion, he said.
In addition to his own growing curiosity in learning how to put together
podcasts, often with music and video snippets interspersed, Berry also is
being practical. The Michigan Department of Education is requiring starting with the senior class of 2011 - all students take at least one
virtual or online course as part of graduation requirements.
Berry said that not only do current EMU faculty need to learn this, they
need to learn it so they can teach it to current EMU education majors who
will one day be teaching in Michigan's K-12 classrooms.
"I'm committed to it. This is more than a passing phase," Berry said. "This
is the direction of higher education."

Faculty Call
"This coming semester, we will be issuing a call for a second group of
participants to come from faculty, full-time lecturers and one additional
position to be selected by each academic dean, that might include an
administrative position," Silverman said. "All participants are provided with
the equipment necessary to prepare, edit and distribute (podcasts), using
an EMU designated server or either the eCollege or WebCT course
management systems.
The Bruce K. Nelson Facult·1 Development Center is accepting applications
for participation in the EMU Podcasting Initiative during winter 2007. For
an application and information, please visit www.emich.edu/facdev.
Deadline for applications is Monday, Jan. 15. For more information, e-mail
aavp fdc@emich.edu or call 487-0020, extension 2111/2112.
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Coatings Research
Institute receives
$1 million Air Force
contract to conduct
variety of research

By Ron Podell
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Following its success with multimillion-dollar grants to provide valuable
coatings research for the U.S. Army and the Navy, the Coatings Research
Institute (CRI) recently received news that it has secured a $1 million Air
Force contract to conduct a variety of coatings research projects for the
military branch at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio.
The CRI received word Dec 12 that it officially secured the Department of
Defense contract. The CRI previously developed coatings for the Army that
are more environmentally friendly and protect Army trucks and tanks from
corrosion. The CRI hopes to build on that research foundation and take its
polymer coatings developrrent further for use on the Air Force's plane
fleet.
"The basic
objective is
we're building
on
polyurethane
resins we
previously
developed for
the Army,"
said John
Texter,
professor of
polymer and
coatings
technology,
and EMU'S
project
director on
the Air Force RESEARCH TEAM: This group of professors and an
contract. "It administrator from the Coatings Research Institute
is allowing us will conduct coatings research for the Air Force. They
to take
are (standing, from left) Vijay Mannari, assistant
technology
professor of polymers and coatings; John Texter,
developed on professor of polymers and coatings; Weidian Shen,
previous
professor of physics; and Jamil Baghdachi, professor
earmarks and of polymers and coatings. Ted Provder, director of the
find a better CRI, is seated.
niche in this
Air Force application."
Primary research objectives will include:
• Development of a polyurethane primer that is tough, but flexible,
and able to withstand extreme hot and cold temperatures.
"The government wants c::>atings to be tough and rubbery from 50 degrees
below zero, as experienced in the Arctic, to as hot as it gets in the desert,"
Texter said.
• Develop improved ""uel-tank coatings so that certain fuel additives,
such as ethylene g ycol, cannot degrade the coatings.

• Develop an improved pre-treatment (that does not include
chromium) to improve corrosion resistance of Air Force planes,
including a fleet of KC-135 Stratotankers.
"Getting rid of chromium pre-treatments and heavy metals in corrosive
inhibitive pigments is the 'hcly grail' throughout the Department of
Defense," said Ted Provder, director of the CRI, who will serve on the
research team.
"There are so many areas that use epoxy primers. If we are able to replace
the Air Force epoxy primers with ours, we will be able to take it into
industrial and consumer markets, and make a big splash with it," Texter
said. "That could lead to licensing technology that faculty and the
University have a proprietart interest in."
In addition to Texter and Provder, the research team includes Jamil
Baghdachi, professor of polymers and coatings; Vijay Mannari, assistant
professor of polymers and coatings; and Weidian Shen, professor of
physics.
Because Eastern Michigan U1iversity is a secondary contractor in the
contract (the primary contractor is United Technology Corporation in
Dayton, Ohio), the University will actually receive $840,000 from the 18month contract. The money will be used to pay the salaries and benefits of
research staff during release time; pay stipends and tuition to five
graduate assistants and a post-doctoral researcher; allow the purchase of
instruments and equipment; pay indirect costs to the University; pay for
materials and supplies; and cover travel and publication costs, Texter said.
Instruments to be purchased include a research grade rhenometer, used
for studying viscosity in polymers and the curing of resins; and a
differential scanning calorimeter, which allows the study of thermal
properties of resins.
"If we can make coatings tougher for airplanes, there are hundreds of
millions, maybe billions that can be saved," Texter said. "If we can come
up with something that represents an improvement, the Air Force can
leverage it in multiple application areas."
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The moment many Eastern Mi:higan University students have been waiting
for is drawing near.
Dec. 12, 2006 issue
More than 1,800
eligible to walk at
Dec. 1 7
commencement

By Ron Podell

More than 1,80( EMU students are eligible to walk during commencement
ceremonies Sunjay, Dec. 17, :1t 2 p.m. in the Convocation Center. The
procession begins at 1 :40 p.rr.
Those eligible
include 1,200
undergraduate
532 graduate
students and
71 who will
receive post
baccalau reate
certificates.
Doctoral
candidates
eligible to
walk are
Barbara
Hoogenboom,
Andrew
FINALLY!: This recent Eastern Michigan University
Gloster,
graduate
i.s euphoric that he received his degree.
Christopher
More
than
1,800 EMU students are eligible to walk
Plouff, Nanduring
commencement
ceremonies Dec. 17.
Chi Tiao,
Janet Pietrowsk , Mari Erby, Janet Fisher, Ronald Flowers, Patricia Koeze,
M. Scott Korpak, Christopher _ewis, Amande Reenders, Melody Reifel
Werner, Bernard Stanko, .And-ea van der Laan and Joy Washburn.
Michael P. Flanegan ('74), the State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
will be the keynote speaker.
Flanagan was appointed state superintendent of public instruction by the
State Board of Education May 18, 2005. He directs the Michigan
Department of Education; :::heirs the State Board of Education; and advises
the State Board of Education, the Governor, and the state Legislature
regarding public education in Michigan.
Prior to his appointment, Flanagan served as the executive director of the
Michigan Association of Schoel Administrators (MASA) and Michigan
Association of Intermediate S:hool Administrators (MAISA), which serves
Michigan public school superintendents and intermediate school districts in
the state. These two statewide organizations develop leadership and unity
within its memberships to act ieve the continuous improvement of public

education in Michigan. He has been honored as executive director emeritus
by those organizations. During this time, he also served as education
adviser to Governor Jennifer M. Granholm.
Flanagan also has served as the superintendent of the
Wayne Regional Educational Service Agency (RESA).
Wayne RESA serves nearly 500,000 children in the
more-th3n-three-dozen diverse communities of Wayne
County. Nearly 180,000 of the county's children live in
poverty, which poses a great challenge to the education
system. He pushed RESA to address this challenge, as
demonstrated by the agency's mission of
"Leading...Learning for All," with primary focus on the
word "all."

Flanagan

Flanagan has a bachelor's degree from the University of
Notre Dame; a master's degree from Eastern Michigan University; and has
continued graduate studies at Michigan State University and the University
of Michigan.
Joan Cohen Jones, associate professor of math, and Karen Paciorek,
professor of teacher education, will serve as marshals of faculty.
Doors to the Convocation Center open at 12 :30 p.m.
All guests must have a ticket to be admitted. Handicapped seating is
available and there will be 3 signer to aid those with a hearing impairment.
To arrange for handicapped seating or related special needs ahead of time,
call the Convocation Center, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays, at (734) 487-2282.
A free shuttle, provided to graduates and their families, will run from the
main campus North Lot and Bowen Lot parking structure to the
Convocation Center from noon-5 p.m. For more information about shuttle
service, call 487-3122.
For more information about commencement, go to
http: //www.emich. edu/commencement/
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ElderQuest program
draws on
professional
experience of area's
senior citizens

By Ron Podell

EMU HOME

Carol Batty is a -etired librarian and language teacher who helped two EMU
assistant math professors polish their English so they could better
communicate with their students.
Donna Whitehead, former director of education for the W.J. Maxey Boys
Training School, is monitor ng changes in the State of Michigan's teaching
legislation for EMU's Educa:ion Department and sharing her professional
expertise by guest lecturing with EMU's Criminology Department.
Both are EMU
alumnus and
act as two of
the many
service
members for
ElderQuest, a
community
outreach
program
created for
individuals 60
or over who
wish to
become
involved in
the EMU
SENIOR EFFORT: A number of senior citizens in the
community.
area volunteer in Eastern Michigan University's
ElderQuest
ElderQuest program by offering expertise in their
opportunities former professional fields.
include
mentoring students, serving as guest lecturers, working part-time on
campus, particiJating in campus life and creating opportunities that build
on faculty and student interests.
The ElderQuest initiative is a product of partnership between EMU's
Gerontology Program and Continuing Education. ElderQuest helps
participants integrate therrselves into all aspects of University life, and
encourages them to share their experiences with students of varying ages,
races, genders and backgrounds.
Bridging the language gap
Batty, who learned of the ElderQuest program through a newspaper article,
offered her services to EMU. After a series of fits and starts having her

skills matched to a departrr ent on campus, she was assigned to Betsy
Morgan, department head f::>r foreign languages and bilingual studies.
Batty, who has a master's degree in Teaching of English to Speakers of
Other Languages (TESOL) from EMU, was assigned to tutor assistant math
professors Bingwu Wang ar d Xiaoxu Han in English during the spring term.
Both faculty already spoke ::nglish, but some of their students had trouble
understanding everything t1ey said in the classroom.
"It is not a
miracle I
performed
here. These
guys were
good
speakers,"
said Batty,
70, who
retired from
Washtenaw
Community
College,
where she
worked in the
library. "I
just tweaked
a few things
:..........�....&...�������
em
CELEBRATORY DINNER: Carol Batty, an ElderQuest
���;�
volunteer, is flanked by (left) Xiaoxu Han and
They ere
Bingwu Wang, both EMU assistant math professors.
e�
The three had just enjo,ed a celebration dinner.
::e;wfth me
Batty, as part of EMU's ElderQuest program, spent the
.
.
and I t was
.
.
term heI ping the two pro fessors .improve the1r
spring
English-speaking skills. Photo provided by Carol Batty
�:�essful."

t:

The professors were relati\>ely young, so Morgan thought they would
respond best to someone who "was matronly," Batty recalled Morgan
saying.
It took a couple weeks to �ach a comfort level, but once the professors
got to know Batty, she said they eventually relaxed and were able to learn.
"Obviously, my maturity level and experience helped," Batty said.
Batty said there are many retired senior citizens who have expertise to
offer. But, in many ways, i:'s up to the elderly to get out there and offer
their services, she said.
A legislative look
Whitehead worked from 1�77-1999 at the W.J. Maxey Boys Training
School, a state facility for adjudicated juvenile delinquents in Whitmore

Lake. Her first 14 years there were as a teacher.
The sixty-nine year-old has put her knowledge and experience in criminal
justice to use by downloading any information she finds about Michigan
House or Senate bills proposed that deal with education and criminal
justice. She forwards the ir -=ormation to Pat Williams-Boyd, associate
professor of teacher education.
"I drop my information - what bills are, what stage they are in, when
votes come up - with her, ' Whitehead explained. "If something has
passed and gone to the Go.;ernor, I'll make an attachment and include a
synopsis."
Williams-Boyd, in turn, pro\1ides relevant information to department heads
and faculty to keep them abreast of what's happening in politics with
regard to higher education, she said.
Since the fall, Whitehead has downloaded information on 92 bills, including
one that would distribute approximately $ 100 million in technology monies
to Michigan's state universities.
Whitehead, an Ypsilanti Twp. resident, said the fact she has two degrees
from EMU is part of the reason she chose to participate in ElderQuest. But,
she also said this gives her an opportunity to stay involved and keep
current in her field.
"They tell me I was the first one to go in and sign up" to participate in
ElderQuest, Whitehead said.

Shining examples
Some other ElderQuest participants of note include:
Gabrielle Downs, a retired librarian and EMU alumnus, has worked with
the art department and Ford Gallery. Downs has helped train gallery
docents and helped catalog the extensive Emil Weddige lithograph
collection.
Chandana Sarkar, who has a certificate of gerontology from EMU, is
working to establish international and intergenerational programs involving
elders in the community and EMU students.
Hazel Turner, who served as an EMU student teacher supervisor for 10
years, sits on the ElderQuest Committee and volunteers her time with the
Children's Institute, as a classroom grandparent. Activities include reading
stories, sharing life experiences and supervising children during playtime.
Marcella Rose, a retired student services associate with the University of
Michigan Medical School, is working with Larry Newhouse and An Rajai on
the West Gallery Project.

Laura Laporte, who has a master's degree in recreation administration
from the University of Northern Colorado, volunteers at the Rec/IM.

"They (the Rec/IM staff) have allowed me to be involved in fitness
programming and staff training," she said. "I love the atmosphere and look
forward to spending time there."
Jerry Robbins, former dean of EMU's College of

Education, remains active as a consultant to several
institutions on accreditation matters, volunteers with
the Michigan Department of Education, and serves as
volunteer director of the 75-piece Ypsilanti Community
Band.

Gary Charson, who worked 34 years with the U.S.

Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and the National Weather
Service, is working closely with EMU's Geology and
Geography Department.

Robbins

Donna Hewitt, Betty Levell, Nancy Rogers, Bernadine Solak,
Valentine Solak and Juanita Wesley have been members of the

Ypsilanti Twp. Senior Puppet Theatre Group that performs at the EMU
Children's Institute.
For more information about ElderQuest, call 487-0227 or e-mail
elderquest@em1ch.edu.
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Fea ture
Eastern Michigan University has named Theodore G. Coutilish as its
associate vice president for University marketing and communications,
pending approval of the Board of Regents.
Dec. 5, 2006 issue

Coutilish named
associate vice
president of
University
Marketing and
Communications

By Ward M ullens

Coutilish, 42, was previously the executive director of account
management for the office of marketing and communications at Wayne
State University. Prior to that, he was executive director of the WSU office
of marketing and publications. He worked at WSU from 1999-2006.
"The appointment of Ted Coutilish coincides with full
recognition of the power of marketing for Eastern
Michigan University and its importance in achieving the
University's vision. We are eager for him to arrive and
initiate the process of positioning the institution in the
hearts and minds of the people of the region and state.
From my vantage point, this can't happen soon
enough," said EMU President John Fallon.
"I look forward to the opportunity to help shape the
EMU brand and lead the University's marketing efforts. Coutilish
This is a great institution with excellent facilities, realworld programs, outstanding faculty and exceptional leadership," said
Coutilish.
Coutilish's appointment is effective Dec. 12.
While at Wayne State University, Coutilish helped build and lead
advertising, branding, licensing and marketing communications; plan
major university events; build university brand and image; and double
WSU's licensing revenues.
Before that, Coutilish was director of publications at Oakland University
from 1995-1999 and was the publications manager at the University of
Detroit Mercy from 1991-1995.
Before moving to higher education, Coutilish was the managing editor of
Associated Newspapers in Wayne. He also served as an editor of Sport
Detroit Magazine from 1989-90.
Coutilish received his master's degree from the University of Detroit Mercy
in 1995 and his bachelor's degree in journalism from Wayne State
University in 1987.
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FOCUS EMU takes
holiday break

By Ron Podell

r

FOCUS EMU will not be published Tuesday, Dec. 19, due to the holidays,
but will return to its regular, electronic publishing schedule Tuesday, Jan.
9. University Communications wishes the EMU community a happy and
safe holiday.
FOCUS EMU's publishing schedule for
winter term 2007 is as follows:
January 9, 16, 23, 30
February 6, 13, 20
March 6, 13, 20, 27
April 3, 10, 17, 24
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HOLIDAY VISION: Eastern Michigan University students who serve as VISION volunteers helped put
gift bags together for more than 250 children from local, low-income families. VISION, working with
the Salvation Army and the Ypsilanti Housing Commission, organized the collection of gifts. VISION
student volunteers include (above, from left) Jennifer Onslow, a senior from Ferndale; Aven Pursell
(seated), a senior from Traverse City; Brittney Davis, a senior from Detroit; and Jamela Mitchell, a
senior from Detroit.
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Jimmy Ray Forester Sr., a grounds supervisor at Eastern Michigan
University since 1984, died Dec. 1. He was 58.
Dec. 12, 2006 issue
Longtime EMU
grounds supervisor
dies
By Leigh Soltis

"I had the pleasure of working with Jim for over six years and he will
always be remembered as a hard-working and dedicated man that enjoyed
helping others," said Anthony Catner, associate vice president, business
and finance-facilities. "It takes special and genuine persons to perform the
hard work these folks do, and I am proud that we had such a dedicated
worker such as Jim."
Forester was born in Bell County, Kentucky. He moved to Ypsilanti, where
he was married and resided until the time of his death.
Survivors include his wife, Hazel Lou Jones; four children, Paula Forester
Market, Jimmy Ray Forester, Olie Forester and Carlo Forester; two sisters,
Judy Gau If and Charlene Divorsky; a brother, Bob Forester; 16
grandchildren; and several nieces, nephews and cousins.
"Over the years, Jim and I shared many stories, and one could not help
noticing how much love he had for his family, " said Catner. "During this
time of deep sorrow, I am uplifted by the knowledge that Jim leaves
behind so many loved ones, friends and positive memories."
Funeral services took place Dec. 5 at the Janowiak Funeral Home in
Ypsilanti. Contributions in his memory may be made to the Salvation Army.
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Eastern Michigan University's colleges and departments again received the largest percentage of private donation
support in 2005-06. More than $3.7 million, or 50. 7 percent of all fundraising conducted by the EMU Foundation,
went to this area. Gifts-in-kind are included in this category. The next largest category, at 40.3 percent, was gifts
to endowed scholarships and other endowments. Expendable (current use) scholarships accounted for 6.4 percent
of all current year giving. A breakdown, by dollar amount, of where gifts were directed in 2005-06, is as follows:
Colleges and departments $3, 778,063
Endowed scholarships and endowments
$2,999,380

Where Gifts Wero Directed in 2005-06
$10,000
$90,045

$47<1,545

Expendable scholarships $474,545
Undesignated $94,410

D Colleges & Ocpiltlments
• E� �hOlarsn1ps
& EndO\\ments

Miscellaneous $90,045
Planned gifts $10,000
Source: EMU Foundation Annual Report 2006

• Planned (MS
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News Briefs

By Ron Podell
• CSIE winter faculty
fellows
• GOLD VIP concert
reception
• All American
Rejects in concert
• MLK Jr. Honor
Award nominations
sought
• Competitive Edge
Pro Shop holiday
sale
• UHS Pharmacy
closed for winter
break
• Youth basketball
group outings
• The EMU
Pod casting
Initiative
• Undergraduate
Symposium XXVII
• Faculty eFellows
program
• Faculty Showcase
call for papers

The following are news briefs about important activities and events happening
at Eastern Mic1igan University.
• CSIE winter faculty fellows: The Creative Scientific Inquiry Experience
program is now accepting applications for Winter 2007 Faculty Fellows.
Detailed information and a Winter Fellows application are available at
http : //www.emich.edu/csie/faculty-benefits. html.
• GOLD VIP concert reception: Graduates of the Last Decade (GOLD)
are invited to attend a private reception in the Stadium Club at the EMU
Convoc3tion Center for The All-American Rejects concert, Monday, Dec.
18. The event is from 6 : 30-8 :30 p.m. and will feature complimentary
hors d'oeuvres, courtesy of Weir Manuel Realtors of southeast Michigan,
and a cash bar. GOLD alumni attending the event also will receive a VIP
parkin£ permit. There is no cost to attend. However, advance registration
and a concert ticket are required. To R.S.V.P, contact the Office for
Alumni Relations via e-mail at alumni.relations@emich.edu or call 4870250. Purchase concert tickets by contacting the EMU Ticket Office at
487-2282 or visit www.emich.edu/convocation.
• All American Rejects in concert: Tickets are now on sale for All
American Rejects with Motion City Soundtrack, The Format and Gym
Class 1-eroes. The show is scheduled Monday, Dec. 18, 6 : 3 0 p.m., EMU
Convocation Center. All tickets are $25 and are available at the
Convocation Center Ticket Office, 487-2282, or www.tickets.com; and
throug1 TicketMaster, 248-645-6666, or www.ticketmaster.com.
MLK Jr. Honor Award nominations
sought: Nominations are currently

being accepted for the 2007 Martin
Luther King, Jr. Honor Awards, to be
presented at the MLK President's
Luncheon Jan. 15. Those eligible for
the award must be a member of the
University community or the broader
community; a person who exemplifies
or exemplified the values and ideals of
Martin Luther King, Jr.; and a person
who has made a significant
contribution to the University and/or
community. Nominations should
include biographical information as well
as a statement that provides the
rationale for the nomination. For
information on award criteria and
nomination guidelines, go to
http: //www.emich.edu/cma .
•••••• Nominations are due in the
Department of Diversity and
MLK HONORS: Nominations
Community Involvement, Room 340 C,
are currently being accepted EMU Student Center, by Wednesday,
for the 2007 Martin Luther
Dec. 20. For more information, call Kay
King, Jr. Honor Awards.
Woodie!, 487-6790, or e-mail her at
kay.woodiel@ernich.edu.

• Competitive Edge Pro Shop holiday sale: Save on your EMU holiday
shopping at the Competitive Edge Pro Shop. Take 20 percent off your
entire purchase now through Dec. 21. For information, call 487-4204.
• UHS Pharmacy closed for winter break: UHS Pharmacy will close for
winter break Dec. 22 and reopen Jan. 2. If you receive your prescriptions
from the pharmacy, please check your supplies and call the pharmacy for
a refill before Dec. 20. By law, another pharmacy cannot refill your
prescription if they cannot contact us to transfer the prescription from
our hands to theirs. UHS Pharmacy will do everything it can to handle
any insurance or other issues to make sure EMU employees don't run out
of medications du ring the break. However, please call by Dec. 20 so the
pharmacy can make sure it has your medication(s) on hand to fill your
prescription(s). For more information, call 487-1003.
• Youth basketball group outings: Attention, EMU faculty and staff
members. Do you have a son or daughter playing youth basketball this
winter? If so, EMU Athletics would love to host their team at an EMU
men's or women's basketball game. Group ticket and concession
discounts are available. For more information, contact the EMU Athletics
Department, 487-1050.
• The EMU Podcasting Initiative: The Bruce K. Nelson Faculty
Development Center is accepting applications for participation in the EMU
Podcasting Initiative during winter 2007. For an application and
information, please visit www.emich.edu/facdev. Deadline for
applications is Monday, Jan. 15. For more information, e-mail
aavp_fdc@emich.edu or call 487-0020, extension 2 1 1 1/2112.
• Undergraduate
Symposium XXVII:
The nomination process
for the March 30, 2007
Undergraduate
Symposium is under
way. Forms and
abstract guidelines can
be downloaded at
www.emich.edu/symposi
and an online version
will be available soon.
Watch EMU Today for
updates. Deadline to
WITH THESE HANDS: Robin DeSloover, an
submit nominations to
respective departments EMU fine arts major who graduated in
spring 2006, shows off a piece of furniture
is Jan. 16, 2007. For
further information, call she showed at last year's Undergraduate
Symposium. The nomination process for
487-3198 or e-mail
the 2007 event is under way.
wkivi@emich. edu
• Faculty efellows program: The eFellows program was created to
support faculty in getting the resources needed to integrate technology
into their teaching. The program has been continued for the 2007-2008
academic year for tenured or tenure-track faculty and full-time lecturers.
The deadline for winter applications is Monday, Feb. 5. Priority funding
will be given to proposals that focus on projects which involve
collaborations and partnerships between faculty and students to integrate
technology into learning or research; redesign face-to-face formatted
courses into Web-enhanced courses that focus on specific pedagogical
issues; or involve integration of technology into the learning outcomes of
a course being proposed for the new General Education curriculum. Other
outcomes also may be funded. For detailed information and an
application, go to http : //www.emich.edu/public/itech/efellows. Contact
Debi Silverman, deborah.silverman@emich.edu, or 487-2491.

• Faculty Showcase call for papers: The Bruce K. Nelson Faculty
Development Center is accepting proposals for papers, posters and
workshops for the Faculty Showcase March 9, 2007. For application
guidelines and forms, visit www.emich.edu/facdev. Deadline for proposal
submissions is Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2007. For more information, e-mail
aavp_fdc@emich. edu or call 487-0020, extension 2111/2112.
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I have worked at Eastern Michigan Unive -sity for 10 years. The interpretation/performance studies area here has

a strong national reputation and I was pleased during my interview with what I saw in communication and theatre
arts. There were many strengths as well a 5 opportu nities for growth. I felt welcome and was attracted to the
chance to pursue interdisciplinary collaborations.
What I like first and foremost about EMU ere our students. They are some of the brightest, most creative and
dedicated students I have known. Most of them balance school, home, work and co-curricular activities.
It's exciting that we have a wealth of oppcrtunities available to students at Eastern. For example, I take students
to national performance festivals, which ate non-competitive weekends in which we explore and celebrate
performance. I'm fortunate to also facilitate the Six Figures Playback Theatre Company, an interactive form that
honors people's lives and stories (www .sixfi,:;i uresplayback.org) . The area also hosts the Spotlight Series, which
features non-traditional texts, as well as rv oothly Performance Hours. There are so many ways to be active in
performance at Eastern and I really love v. Of"king with students in these endeavors.
Furthermore, I truly respect and enjoy wo-king with the faculty and staff at EMU. As someone who is passionate
about teaching, I appreciate the support a,d openness I have found among my colleagues. I see genuine concern
for students and a willing ness to work with and for them. That's the kind of environment in which I want to be.

